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Dear Mayor & City Councilmembers:

As leaders from Austin's diverse faith communities, we are united by a shared commitment to the
dignity of every person and the responsibility we all share to care for our neighbors. While our
traditions differ, we are guided by common values of compassion, justice, stewardship, and
service to those who are most vulnerable. We recognize that developing the City's budget requires
difficult choices and responsible stewardship of public resources.

At the same time, we write as we are deeply concerned by the proposed $5.1 million reduction
this year, with a potential for another $6-$8 million more in cuts next year, to broad categories of
social services that support Austin families, older adults, children, survivors of violence, and
individuals facing poverty, food insecurity, behavioral health challenges, or economic hardship.

Our congregations witness these needs every day. Indeed, many of us provide food, shelter,
counseling, transportation, emergency assistance, and volunteer support to our neighbors. Yet
faith communities cannot meet these challenges alone. Effective nonprofit organizations and
public investments are indispensable partners in caring for our neighbors and helping people
move from crisis to stability.

Accountability and compassion are not competing values - they strengthen one another when
public resources are directed to programs that work. We ask that you take the time to discern and
identify, with particularity, those indispensable programs achieving intended outcomes, before
implementing any social services reductions. As well, we hope and trust the City will exhaust and
address its internal inefficiencies and cost overruns before eliminating these vital services for our
neighbors in need.

We pray for your wisdom and discernment as you make these important decisions, and we remain
committed to partnering with the City to build a more just, compassionate, and resilient Austin.
We believe Austin can meet its fiscal responsibilities while continuing to invest in programs that
uphold human dignity, strengthen families, and create opportunities for all residents to thrive.

Respectfully,

Faith Leaders of Austin



SIGNATORIES:

Susan Abold, Mdiv
Retired UMC Clergy, Northwest Hills United Methodist Church

Penny Appleby
Member, First United Methodist Church of Austin

Sarah Avner
Cantorial Soloist, Congregation Beth Israel

Layne Beamer, MDiv, DMin
Senior Minister, Central Christian Church

John Berry, MS, PG
Member, First Unitarian Universalist Church

Rabbi Marie Betcher
Former Sr. Chaplain, Austin Police Department
Rabbi and Cantor, American Conference of Cantors

Rev Suzette Birch, MDiv
Pastor, Cedar Park First United Methodist

Mary Diane Baker
Retired Church Business Administrator, United Christian Church of Austin

Kathy Blackburn
Member, Central Presbyterian Church

Carol Brookhart
Member, All Saints Episcopal Church

Myra Bull
Parishioner, St. Austin Catholic Church

Julaine Calhoun
Reverend, Bridging Austin

Harriett Choffel
Outreach Commission Chair, St. Michael’s Episcopal Church

Janis Claflin, MAR
Elder and Teacher, Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church



The Reverend Bill Clark, MDiv
Senior Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church

Charles Covington, MDiv, DMA
Pastor/Diocesan Ecumenical Officer, Diocese of Austin

Janice Jo Day
Lay Leader, Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Amy Duhon
Volunteer, Manos De Cristo

Rev. Diana Dworin, BCC, MSF
Chaplain

Fay Evans-Martin
Volunteer, Tarrytown United Methodist Church

Kathy Frost, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychology, Austin Community College

Rev. Taylor Fuerst
Senior Pastor, First United Methodist Church of Austin

Ray Hassen
Member, Baha'i Faith

Christine Havens, MAR
Lay Preacher & Worship Leader and Communications Director, St. Michael's Episcopal Church

JillHenderson
Founder and President, The Bakari Foundation

Carol Holck, MaM
Minister of Music, New Life Lutheran Church

Paul C. Hudson
Board of Directors, Interfaith Action of Central Texas
Member, Saint John’s United Methodist Church

Anwer Imam
Imam & Director of Religious Affairs, Nueces Mosque

Lea Isgur
Active Member, Congregation Agudas Achim



Karen Jager
Supporter, Interfaith Action of Central Texas

David H. Jensen, Ph.D.
Professor of Reformed Theology, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Rev. Bobbi Kaye Jones, M.Div.
Reverend, United Methodist Church

Diane Kanawati
on behalf of the Board of Directors, Muslim Community Support Services

Rev. Mary Keenan
Pastor, Episcopal Church

Marie Krebs
Congregant, St. Austin’s Catholic Church

Jeannette LaFontaine
Member, Wildflower Unitarian Universalist Church

Rev. Lee Lever
Retired, Austin Mennonite Church

Kelly Levy
Rabbi, Congregation Beth Israel

Rev. Belinda Isaac Lightheart, LUT
Reverend, Unity Church

Thomas Linker, MBA, MA
Senior Instructor, English for Refugees, Interfaith Action of Central Texas

Rev. Hilary Marchbanks
Senior Pastor, Saint John's UMC Austin

Robert McGarey, MA
Executive Director, The Human Potential Center

Fiona Mclinally, Esq.
Volunteer, United Methodist Church

Teresa McNeil, MDiv
Ecclesiastical Regional Women's Pastor, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints



Erik Mendoza
Financial Literacy Contractor and Commercial Pilot
Volunteer, Roman Catholic Church

Suzette Moser M.S. CCC-SLP
Deacon, University Presbyterian

Judith A Neely
Volunteer Outreach Partners & Ministries, St. Matthew's Episcopal Church

Chad Pevateaux, PhD, MDiv
Director of Refugee Program, Interfaith Action of Central Texas

Peggy Pevateaux, MSW
Speaker, Riverbend Church

Elise Ragland
Member of Mission Committee, Westminster Presbyterian Church

Carol Roberts-Hassen
Secretary, Baha’is of Leander

Linda Rowold-Brown
Immigrant Support Committee Co-Chair, St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church

Deaconess Mia Sims
Deaconess, Agape Christian Ministries

Rev Judy Hext Skaggs, MDiv
Pastor for Assisted Living/Memory Care, Westminster Retirement Community, Westminster
Presbyterian Church

Dale Truitt
Faithful Congregant, Covenant Presbyterian Church

Leonor Vargas
Founder, Wisdom en Familias

Dianne H. Wheeler
Member, Central Presbyterian Church

Sandi Wilcox LPC, MDiv
Pastor, ELCA

Rev. Leslie Woods, MDiv
Senior Minister, Unity Church






