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Dear Mayor Watson and Council:

As community leaders who serve on the boards of Austin’s nonprofit organizations, we are
writing to express our concern about proposed reductions to social services in the FY27 City
Budget. Our experience in both the private and nonprofit sectors has taught us that fiscal
responsibility and strategic investment go hand in hand. We support responsible stewardship of
taxpayer dollars and believe every public investment should be evaluated based on measurable
outcomes, accountability, and return on investment.

We recognize the difficult budget decisions facing the City. Like any successful operation,
government should make those difficult financial decisions using data and performance metrics.
Across-the-board reductions before evaluating effectiveness risk weakening programs that
deliver measurable community benefits while preserving those that do not. We urge the Council
to first identify operational efficiencies, eliminate duplication where appropriate, and redirect
funding from programs that are not meeting established performance expectations before
reducing investments in services that demonstrably work.

Austin's nonprofit organizations are essential partners in building a strong economy and healthy
community. As board members, we volunteer our time, contribute our professional expertise,
and donate our own financial resources because we believe that Austin works because Austin
nonprofits work. We see firsthand how the organizations we serve help stabilize families,
strengthen the workforce, address behavioral health needs, prevent homelessness, support
children and older adults, and reduce reliance on more costly emergency systems. These
services improve workforce participation, reduce long-term public expenditures, and make
Austin a more competitive and attractive place to live, work, and do business.

We respectfully ask the Council to:

e Prioritize internal operational efficiencies and administrative cost savings before reducing
social service investments that prevent violent crime, homelessness, food insecurity and
downstream costs to the system.

e Conduct a transparent, data-driven review of the city’s social service contracts and
preserve funding for high-performing nonprofit partners that demonstrate desired
outcomes and sound stewardship of public resources.

Austin's long-term prosperity depends on a resilient workforce, healthy families, safe
neighborhoods, and effective partnerships among government, business, and the nonprofit
sector. We believe the City's budget should reflect these priorities by strengthening
accountability while protecting investments that produce the greatest value for our community.
Thank you for your service and thoughtful consideration.

Respectfully,



Austin Community Leaders Serving on the Boards of Austin Nonprofit Organizations




SIGNATORIES:

Kyle Ali, MBA
LifeWorks Austin Board Member, Past Board Chair

Leslie Allison
Community Member
Austin Child Guidance Center Board Member

Kate Andrade
MFIF
The SAFE Alliance Board Chair

Kirtana Banskota
Asian Family Support Services of Austin Board President

Ryan Barcza
Director, Global Enterprise Sales Operations, AMD
SIMS Foundation Board Member & Executive Committee Treasurer

Amy Bell
CFO, MCE Social Capital
Sustainable Food Center Board Member

Jim Bohart, MBA

Co-CEOQ, ConcreTex LLC

Sustainable Food Center Board Member
Educational Foundation of America
Trinity Episcopal Board Member

Rev. Don Brewington, M.Div
University Chaplain (Retired); Content Creator/Podcast Host, What's Up With That A Podcast2
Interfaith Action of Central Texas Board Member

Maggie Cheu, JD
The SAFE Alliance Board Member

Jessica Coronado, MPL
Community member & US Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
The SAFE Alliance Board Member

Charles Curry
Former City of Austin Budget Director
Family Eldercare Board Member



Mohsin Damanwala
Chief Operating Officer, M Robinson Fine Jewelers
Any Baby Can Board Member

Brian Davis, LCSW
Behavioral Healthcare Administrator, Arisa Health, Inc.
Austin Clubhouse Board Member

June Davis
Community Member
Foundation for the Homeless Board Member

Robert Davis
Foundation for the Homeless Board Member

Patricia Drew
Artist, Counseling Intern, Austin State Hospital
SIMS Foundation Board Member

Rebecca Farrell, PhD
Executive Director - Women in Neuroscience
Austin Child Guidance Center Board Member

Kelly Folts
Sr. Director, NXP (Retired)
Austin Child Guidance Center Board Member

Nikki Frank
Associate Portfolio Manager, Brown advisory
SIMS Foundation Board Member

Neeta Ganguly, PhD
Asian Family Support Services of Austin Board Member

Rolando Garza
Retired
Any Baby Can Board Member

Dakota Haines
Director of Sales, SHI
Seedling Board Member

Rick Hoffman
Retired, Hoffman and Associates



Any Baby Can Board Member

Karly Houchin
Allensworth
The SAFE Alliance Board Vice Chair

Ellen Pulner Hunt, NCARB
Hunt Design
American YouthWorks Board Member

Francesca Infurnari
Amazon
Austin Clubhouse Board Member

Corrina Jacobs, MBA
Marketing Manager, H-E-B
Seedling Board Member

Dr. lan Johnson
Assistant Professor
Family Eldercare Board Member

Cortney Jones
Author/Speaker/Nonprofit Leader
Family Eldercare Board Member

Greg Keilin, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist , Independent Practice
SIMS Foundation Board Member

Dr. Deborah I. Kerr
Retired College Professor
Family Eldercare Board Member

Janet D. Lawson, MD, FACOG

Ob/Gyn, Public Health Physician & Medical Consultant, Texas Dept. of State Health Services
(Retired)

Any Baby Can Board Member

Aaron C. Lee
Vice Chair Changel.org, ExP Realty LLC & Equal Opportunity Housing

American YouthWorks Board Member

Brian J. Levy



Attorney, Treaty Oak Law Group PLLC
American YouthWorks Board Member

Russell Lowery-Hart
Austin Community College Chancellor
American YouthWorks Board Member

Colleen Lynch
Head of School, St. Michael’s Prep
Any Baby Can Board Member

Cory Macdonald
Attorney at Law
Family Eldercare Board Member

Jamie Matusek
Owner & CEOQ, Bloom Communications
AGE of Central Texas Board Member

Andrea Neal, SHRM-CP
Director of Talent Acquisition, HCA HealthCare, St. David's HealthCare
Any Baby Can, HR Board Chair

Liane Noble, JD, EMPL, BSW
The SAFE Alliance Board Co-Vice Chair

Matt O’Desky
Private Jeweler, The Diamond Rooms
Austin Child Guidance Center Board Member

Neha Paymaster
Attorney at Law
Family Eldercare Board Member

Jay C Peterson
Community Leader, Thermon Group Holdings (Retired)
Any Baby Can Board Member

Venus Pineyro
CEO, The Inclusion Plus Institute
The SAFE Alliance Board Member

Monica Pinon
Staff Attorney, Texas Health & Human Services



Family Eldercare Board Member

Sarah Prescott, MBA
Client Strategy Partner, EliseAl
LifeWorks Board Member

Kazique Prince, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Central Texas Collective for Racial Equity

Zeena Querbach
Any Baby Can Board Chair

Karen Ranus
Trauma Informed Program Administrator, Travis County Sheriff's Office
Austin Clubhouse Board Member

Shakeel Rashed
Interfaith Action of Central Texas Board President

Lisa Richardson
Retired
LifeWorks Board Member

Marissa Rivera, LPC-S
Psychotherapist and CEO, Ola Wellness
SIMS Foundation Board President

Alexandria Robertson, MBA, CEO
Director - 15th Court of Appeals, Money MindS Academy
Any Baby Can Board Member

Randy Rosens
Founder and current Board Member, FoodRescueDide.org
Keep Austin Fed Board Member

Cynthia Sandall JD
Settlement Club Board President

Kanaka Sathasivan
Family Eldercare Board Member

Cathy Schechter, MA
Adult Educator; Social Marketing Consultant (Retired)
Any Baby Can Board Member



Rich Segal

Retired Broadcast Meteorologist, KXAN-TV

Family Eldercare Board Member

Prashant Sheth

Trustee - Sai temple of Austin, Founder - CooperationEngine
iACT Board Member

Janine Sisak
Attorney at Law
Family Eldercare Board Member

Dewi Smith
The SAFE Alliance Board Member

Tom Stanton, Attorney at Law
General Counsel, Texas Methodist Foundation
iACT Board Member

Randal Teich
Teich Data Services, LLC
Foundation for the Homeless Board Member & Secretary

Benjamin A. Teske
EVP & Chief Lending Officer, Greater Texas FCU
Any Baby Can Board Member

Amos Traystman, MS
Owner, Moontower Entertainment, LLC
SIMS Foundation Board Member

Jennifer Troke, EdD
Austin Clubhouse Board Member

Melinda Twomey, MIA
Community Volunteer
LifeWorks Board Member

Greg Van Wyk, CFP
Austin Asset
Any Baby Can Board Member

Ann Vander Broek
VP Marketing at Atlassian



Family Eldercare Board Member

Jasmin Vara, LPC
Therapist
Austin Child Guidance Center Board Member

Hon. Larry Wallace Jr., Ph.D.
Black Men's Health Clinic
American YouthWorks Board Member

TC Waugh
CEO, Gold4Good
Austin Child Guidance Center Board Member

Bill White
Regional President, Humana Inc. (Retired)
Sustainable Food Center Board Member

Kayla J. Williams
Owner, kj pr
SIMS Foundation Board Member

Tim Wilschetz
Partner, KPMG (Retired)
The SAFE Alliance Board Member

Vicki Wood
Community Member
Any Baby Can Board Member



